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Abstract

The study examines the effect of a three-year teacher professional
development (TPD) program, which was designed to prepare teachers to
incorporate web-based instruction in their instruction, on their practices. The
effect of the program was evaluated by examining the degree to which
teachers applied socio-constructivist pedagogies in web-based activities they
developed.

To evaluate teachers’ progress, we examined 20-web-based activities
teachers developed at beginning stages of the TPD program, and 20 more
activities they developed after two years in the TPD. We compared those
with 20 additional activities developed by teachers who did not participate in
the TPD program, and are considered national experts in web-based
instruction. All activities were examined using a rubric designed to assess the
degree to which web-based activities apply to socio-constructivist
pedagogies.

The analysis indicates that teachers, after two years of the TPD program,
significantly improved their ability to apply socio-constructivist pedagogies
in web-based activities they developed. Additionally, we found that after two
years, the quality of activities developed by the TPD teachers didn’t fall from
those developed by national experts in most dimensions. Furthermore, The
TPD teachers developed activities which were significantly at a higher level
than the expert teachers, with regard to the dimensions 'Peer-Learning' and
'Making Contents Accessible'.

Keywords: socio-constructivism, teacher professional development program,
online instruction.
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