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Teachers' Background Characteristics and their Readiness to
Adopt a Novel Technology for Computer Supported
Collaborative Learning

Esty Doron
Bar llan University

Abstract

The Study examines the relationship between background and personal
characteristics among teachers who lead innovations in technology and their
perception and readiness to adopt a novel technology for computer supported
collaborative learning (CSCL) with an innovated technology - CeLS. The
background characteristics of the teachers were: (a) experience in
implementing technology; (b) attitudes toward collaborative learning;
(c) experience in collaborative learning; and (d) experience in computer
supported collaborative learning. The personal characteristics are personal
teaching efficacy and general teaching efficacy. The data for this study was
gathered from 92 teachers from elementary schools, junior high schools, and
high schools who lead innovations in technology.

The results indicate the following: (a) the perception of CeLS was
significantly more positive in the group of teachers with medium experience
using technology than groups with low and high experience, (b) teachers who
are believed to have greater personal teaching efficacy show more readiness
to adopt CeLS, (c) a positive linear relationship between attitudes towards
collaborative learning and the readiness to adopt CeLS, (d) teachers who lead
innovations in technology with high or medium levels of CSCL experience
were more ready to adopt CeLS and perceived CeLS more positively. A
consistent gap was found between the perception of CeLS and the readiness
to adopt it.

Keywords: collaborative learning, computer supported collaborative learning
(CSCL), teaching-efficacy.
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