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Abstract

Students with learning disabilities face many difficulties as they learn
arithmetic in schools. Perhaps most problematic is that they are often grouped
together without regard for their specific disabilities. One approach to help
children move from familiar numbers to their symbolic representation
through graphs and charts utilizes the technological capabilities of the
electronic spreadsheet. We created lessons aimed to help children overcome
their specific difficulties. Using qualitative research tools (observations,
interviews and evaluating assignments), we tracked the progress of five 4™
grade learning disabled students as they achieved levels of competence not
previously achieved through traditional paper and pencil methods.

Keywords: Learning disabilities, Electronic Spreadsheet, Charts and graphs,
Elementary school.
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