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Abstract

This research is an evaluation of web based case study, used as a teaching-
learning method. The main tools for data collection were an attitude
questionnaire and quantitative analyses of the accumulated messages in the
asynchronous discussion groups. Most of the research literature on case study
and professional development describe it as a constructivist method based
upon student's research of an authentic problem. The method requires critical
as well as reflective thinking that is best conducted through web based
cooperative discussion. The students learned in a three year professional
development program in the Open University, for pedagogical position as an
assessor of learning disabilities. The sample was made up of three study
groups formed according to demographic characteristics — residence area —
north, center, south of Israel and their ethnic background — Arabs, Jews,
Bedouin, respectively. The main results indicate high rates, of ALN from all
responders reflecting contribution of the method to their learning process. In
addition an inverse ratio was found between the prior experience in ALN
(60% from the Bedouin students reported that this program was their first
experience in ALN) and positive attitude toward the asynchronous learning
process and web based case studies.

Keywords: asynchronous learning network (ALN), internet multiculturalism,
professional development, web based case study, attitude questionnaire.
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