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Abstract

The study focuses on academic course’s on-line collaborative learning
environment and examines the conditions for effectiveness of this
environment. The course was accompanied by a forum and a task in which
the students constructed collaboratively on-line database, based on sorted
messages from the forum. The study examined the relation between the
activity of the students within the forum and their contribution to the database
constructing, based on personal and collective criteria. On the one hand, the
results of the study showed that the active participants within the forum
succeeded more in the collective criteria, compared to the less active ones
(Rimor, Rosen, & Neutal, 2008). On the other hand, the study showed that
the less active participants within the forum gained higher scores in the
personal criteria, compared to the active ones. The results showed differential
achievements among learners with different learning orientation. While the
‘collaborative learners’ contributed more to the collective knowledge, the
‘individual learners’ focused on constructing the personal knowledge. An
examination of argumentation processes within the collaborative learning
environment (Weinberg, & Fischer, 2006), showed additional support for
differential learning processes among the ‘collaborative’ and the ‘individual’
oriented learners.
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