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Abstract

One of the major projects of information-sharing on the web is "Wikipedia",
the online encyclopedia; Wikipedia has attracted attention both because of its
popularity and its unconventional policy of editing: Can information derived
from such an innovative project written by millions of people, be neutral?
Neutrality is considered as one aspect of the broad concept of objectivity, a
concept that has been discussed for decades in the fields of human sciences
and linguistics. The study conducted by quantitative and qualitative content-
analysis of five controversial articles: "Terrorism", "Holocaust", "AIDS",
"Madonna" & "God". The analysis included three NPOV comparisons: 1)
Five language versions of "Wikipedia": Hebrew, English, Arabic, Spanish
and Russian; 2) "Wikipedia" and Encyclopedia "Britannica"; 3) Three stages
in time in the Hebrew Wikipedia. The results demonstrated a significant
positive correlation between the number of editors and the degree of
dynamism and between the extent of neutrality. Accordingly, the English
version of "Wikipedia" was found to have the highest degree of NPOV and
"Wikipedia" proved to be more neutral than "Britannica". This study assessed
how neutrality is maintained in a project like Wikipedia where anyone can
participate, and also carries implications for improving the extent of
neutrality in other information sources.
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MTIPI2 MRV P2 ,N0IAN ;7NPNVIILY ITNIPININ DN TP
YAPN WP DMP OO NYIY DINRNNIND IO NIV MITHPINI MNY 10T
NOVN ;NPTIVNN NTH PAY NAPHIRDTN NI O¥INYN 190N P PHAN
;NP NN NPHIVIN NN NYYID NRNN) PTPTIPNY DY TIONIND
NPSIVNIN NTNN NP AN IR PIPTOPN’A NPIIVNN NN
SY Y9IV NNOY NYINT NIODN NN PYYN YNONN IPNNPN /NPNIVIIYA
VTN MPHRI WHRWND PITIPM NN YD MWD PADY GN) ¥ MMpPNH

.02V DOWI) NPINY MININ

YR NIPY ,NPDOPIN NPTV PPN ,DTOPN AN MY

NiIan
DN ,NPTNOPININ MIYYA 9N 7PNV DISY YT ,20-N INRNDN DY Y DHN NI9NN Mapya
M TN (2000 YTy ;2006 ,05N) AN IMN NPNHT THPNIVPON NDND MHITNA Iy DM
NIWIN TN NYIN MTNDPININ XIN NYIA YN NMY DY DM1DI0N DOVPMIIONN
TPRNNR NN IPNNN NTIAYA NNV YDHRN D30 YN DY) NIYIRND) DWINN I T-DY
PPN DN TPTHOPNY’ NN NPYIVY) NPNIN NPV YPHPN MDOND DWINN DYVINI

P9IV N DY OIMND T NNY MMYNI PO HY NODINAY

SV MNRYAN NP THNN T12) PON INNM (Neutral Point Of View — NPOV) 1°990% 0N np)
NIVN NI 7PLN ROD DINNND 1IN0 YWY NYIP NVPITHN ; (2007 ,1990) "71PTOPMY INN
LOPL ININD NN IYR YTINI KD IX YTINI NPVN NIN YN NPN DY NN TONNA .0
v 1% NP (2002 NN ;Cohen-Almagor, 2008) N5V NYNIAN (Biased) NV NPND
ANeutrality) "NV270%" DM DX (Objectivity) "NPDOPONNY : DNYT DAY NV P PNIAND
,PYT DM DTN DONAN DYTIP NYINON 1DINA D910 IWN 2N IV 1IN NPDYVPMAIND IWIN
TN TN 95 (Schudson, 1978; Cohen-Almagor, 2008) NNM NN ,NPYIV) ,NND
NN OV PTIA PIAN TAN P INDN ,ONONN IPNNND PO NI NPYIVIN NOND : DTN

.MISTI) DN YNVA H2YTN PN 19D NPDVPMAIND

TN YN NPHRI PITHOPM? INNRD NNMYPN NPND NIIDY PIAND GNIY XNDNN IPNNN LD ONX
DNYPN OVN NMY NN NIVHNN NPOV-N NNIN2 X NPDIVNIN NYNDI MTPHNN 1D
)220 WNINNY T 19IND MIANINN DY PONINN MNY) DY THY DNND IDINY DXV 1DIND
DNTIP DMIPNNHN NNXIVHNA NDAPNI DIV TYN NNDN MIYNXI 28N INNN DaAPY 1N DY ,NNY
Wy IWN (Bellomi & Bonato, 2005; Braendle, 2005; Hassine, 2005;Giles, 2005; Lih, 2004)
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192N NDPA NINDN TN DY 1IXY INOYW NN XD /NNYRI DDA NMNDN .(INNIY
TV TN DV IMIXINN YIIN WNIND IYR NMIRDDN D9 PN 00D PSNIN NN NN
AN TIXNN INKRD IRV NONN — TITPN YNINN 12 PINND

NMTNOPININDY 77PTOPON’2 DOTNOPININ DXIIY DNMIN DY MM YSIND DT 2OW1 3 PN
* CD »23 5y DY9wna N»NIN ,2002 TIWN NNTIN 7152 PYNNN NOwWA "Britanica"

S NYHIVIN DT NN NPNMYIAD HNOXIVIO DY OYDTY NYIHN INNN DYPONN NYIDYA
PIPTIPNNA NPOWY TIND IONNITII 1DIND XTI YN DXIIY .APNNN NIVHND DXNNA ,0I0N
TNYY VI MDY NPIYNN OPNY DIRVI O N2 ,"List of Controversial Issues" : NRIPIN
: DYNIN DIV NVNN INXTI ,0°I79N MW TN (Wikipedia, 2008) D27y 2 DOPOMP

S IDYMYRIY VTN DTN IANIWAY D0

DYVNHN OMADN DN IPNNN TN THPNI INMY WX TITP 29T NITYA YSIND 19INN NN
97 DY) NNPYN 29T DY MM YXIND INSY TIVD DV 19IND NN DIpNna . TPPN 19X 22D
D5 SV MNP PONN J9IN 2D NSO ANND NNNN HAPO NNMN NIVND INTIPN NMINDDN

SOOYIPN OINVNNRD MYYIY NMIVYNINNN YD) TIY

D INYUNI NNYYn
NN P NVHRPT DTN DD 190N P2 2APN WP DMP YD NN MIDINN NIV
,A012) ;9NN NN NN NPHIVIN NN TD,INN M) PN DXIIYN 190NV DI .NPYIVN
990D DIV .ANY DM TPNN NPDIVIN NN T INY M) PNN NPOINRDTN NPV DD
N NYYT NXAPN NNIN 7DINNNN NNDINY NONNON 29D, THPYRD .IT NIYYN WIAND D200
-5y MHVIND NOYINN N0 ONTIP DMIPNNI NIV (Surowiecki, 2004) 7>1aN3Y DONN N
Rukema, 2005 ;Voss, 2005; ) "TPNRN D2y D) N2P¥N NOIPN IUN NN ,D2AMD N2 O
DM NPYIV) NTNID NNYP NN GX NPND N8 M) NPNINRDT NN .(Regalado, 1995
TPTNOPININD KW NPITH MNP DN, MININA NNITYNN 1IN 991D NPNINITN THMIYW NIN
MADN NMMNN (V2N MTIPI) MIVPIDINY DXWTN DMNIAN NI YN NNITYNN DY TNY

: MINAN MIWYNN YIDY I 1N 73090 Nywin .(Elia, 2006; Rukema, 2005 ;Reagle, 2005)

N2 NN NPDIVIN NTND NHYAD XNNDOIN THONNN NV "7PTOIPMY DY NoN : Hi

TYN YW NYDIVIN NTHRH NP M) PN NNOVN INDNA TN YV NYHILVNN NN H2
MYNIN INDIA TIVD DWN AN TV D»»IN NN

DY99¥N DY NPYIVNN NN INY DM NN PIPTIPMNA DYV DY NPIVNIN NN : H3
SPNVNY ITNOPININI

LOYTISN DY PHND NMNNN NS DT NOT 7HNTI02 NN MNYNIN DY NPO1NNN INITIN
MDMIA YOO T8 DY NN PISIY ¥ NINY IN 0NN YONWH YIP IONR TN DR
(2008 ,51°990%) VAN NNPIY PPN ,MTHPM)

19IND MINID NNV 293) DPMND DMIVNIT NYIIN NYDID NT MINYN DY TIDIVNINND INITHIN
YTD TIN NPOAN IN VIYNN TINT MANID MTY NN ;TIY2 BIVIVIEN NN (1 : (1 TPNI 97
,TIVA DYOVIVIND 9D NPIAD INNY (1996 /MY DM NINNY 910> XNPHN NN NPNRD 9N
1Y TPPY TN YY) TR SMMIWN 19010 I DVILINN 190N YW DIVINKI WD Y¥INN
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/ DIV DIV RITY (1996 /MY DNMN) PN IMNKD VOPOVLN TINA NN KIY YN
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2WON YNIND ,TIVA DOINMN 90N NPV INRD .7...¥ DXPIADN DIPIND 7. DY DIPIINN
DDINN NV ;T9¥a MYYINN MNX (3 .7V MNVYN 190N TINN DIOINMN 190N YV DIINNI
SINIYOD DIPNY RPNTI ANWID NPNR DY INOYTN DNP NYT IPO DY KO AMODN MNYIND Dy
9901 HY DONINNKA 2IVIN YNIND ,TIVA MOIINN 190D N0 INND 7...W IWND N7 1207
noYa DM ;YA MYNRYN MNYON 0NN HNX (4 .TIVa MNVN 90N TN MYYIIN
N30 .(Rogers & Ben-David, 2005) 15905 NYR IUNX TODOW IN NPAPN WY MISOVINP
TP I O ,INMDON 19IND D901 1190 12 121N MNP NITYA NYSIANN YNONN IPNNA DX9NN
MNMYOVY TPV NOY PADND IN MIMIDN dNDA NAY 1PN TIVN AN N NOWN DX PHand
VYND ,THHIV NN YN MIPIVN HHYA 7252 ININ Y9N ININ MNY 199D) NYSINNY NIPODA
,(PVIVND X5V NPND 91 WK YNNR-ID THPN) NPDVPMID MON YN >TO1 .0NY MNY

r=0.77) QNTINP TT 295 2511 X¥D DD DITTIPN MW O T-DY Y¥IND NINIIN

myv . - mTa
Opinions - g Facts
v v
M990 NN < | | | > M990 NN
5ON? NN ML DI mhban  OYOINY DYVIVIY »°oON AN
Low NPOV mynen High NPOV

(NPOV) ni''nona nTmn%? oniwpn 0Monio .1 X

YNIND — PTNY DMIVNION NYIIN DY DOIANNN NPYIVI HY HD HMND DPTPN NYY »To2
[-10] Y ; MDP50nY [-5] ; ©XONMY [5] ; DVIVIND [10] 11PN Y9N VNN NINN : NN 2IWNN
(23,5 : NOTI) TN DI IXNY T 1IN DHYPIWNN DNV NYIIN .MYNPYN NNYL DX9NY
22PNN PNOAY (DN NXDD) AN OMAPN DMDNY YHND NN YY 100 190NN 1IN N DIOVY
2N NPOV — 1 T70 2N DY NONT SN 1 NPV .(76.5 : NDITL) 29101 NPYIVNIN T
DY D)2 NNIVYXI) MRDNN VYD ,(71PTPM’A MY WNNA DY NYINN) TIY DD Nwy) Mt

SRV DWW (TIY DD

NPOV-n TTn aw'n% xnart .1 n7ao

No. Lines / In Calculated Grade
Amount Words % Score: (Am* %)
Quotations 3 354 lines 0.8 10 8
Attributions 27 354 lines 7.6 5 38
Generalizations 26 354 lines 7.3 -5 -36.5
Charged Words 137 4134 words 33 -10 -33

NPOV:
Total: -23.5 +100 76.5

2Y TNYY NN DY SNNON-IMAN JOIND DD DMIVNID 90N IPTA PMNON TTHY qON2
; (1292 7PTPINI) “NIMNID PNDN TN ORD ;TIVD NIMD PO NPV NYNIAN DTN
JTIY TIVN DY NN DPNNON NNPN 1901 ; NN MNNNM 190N
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D'NYNN
SIPNNN MIYYND DRNNA DMIPIVN DIRINNN 1OND

wNN 2 09910 NPDIV NN NPNAN PN DTN OO ¥ N3N Kruskal-Wallis \1nana :Hi
NPOIVIN NI NYYID RSN TPYNIND NOWA 7PTOPIN”A TIVN YW NN .(p<0.05) Mmown
VYN Hi 7Iywn .2 9PN MINAD 1Y 9 NN ,(M=289.2) 9112 NN

NPOV
289.2

1235 106.3 106.1

87.6

*p<0.05 English Russian Spanish Arabic Hebrew

*1a% "nr1or ™ anNa ,now 97 ,NPOV-n nT!m yxinn .2 W'

DY29YN DY NPDIVNN NN YNINND NN PN DTN R8N XY Kruskal-Wallis ynana :H2
TITYN) NN NON D ON (7292 NPIAYN MTHPINI) NPNDMION MXDN VIOV Pa
PINN L(M=87.6) INY2 NMN NPYIVIN NN NYYIAD IRNND) (TIPPN TIRND NI N2
NIYYN .3 PN MK MY 195 (M=39.2) NHVYNIN NONN NOIY (M=56.9) D»»aN NI

.(p>0.05) PN 19N KD TN NWYIN H2

87.6
NPOV
56.9
39.2
First Middle Current

%k
p>0.05
*T2'%72 nMava "arTopiTa ,nrarmind nikoa '9%7 ,NPOV-n nTm yxinn .3 'R

PNIPNIVIINLY IMTNDPININ P PN DTAN KNI O¥IIWN NIV DY Wilcoxon NN : H3
SV NPYIVNN NN I L(p<0.05) (NMODNINN NOWIA) "NPTIPIN” P (2002 MWD CD No))
SV NPYIVIN NTNN PN PN INY DM (M=289.2) TIONRN "TPTOPNIA OIIIYN

WWIN H3 1IYWN .4 9PN MINID NNV %95 ,(M=49.5) »Np>3vr71272 DD
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49.5

English Wikipedia Britanica CD Edition p<0.05

(CD mnona) "njpnavma™ nrroipixax ;v nnipn 9% ,NPOV-n nT'a y¥inn .4 I'x
n'aaxn "arropn™ 1in

12 PN PIN 22PN DN N8N Pearson YNNI :PHAM 191N ANIYNA NYYIN YN NIYYN
DTN PA PN PIN 22PN DRNN N¥M) ,90N3 ; (r=0.8, p<0.01) NPOV N1 Py D27y 190N
.5 PRI MINIY \IV 9D NNT ;(=0.8, p<0.01) NPOV N1 P2 NPHNDT

Y1:Dynamism
Y2: Editors

X: NPOV

>

nTn a1 (Y2) ooy a9oni (Y1) nimxasT N 'av 2rnn DRNND nvnna .5
*armorp” anna (X) nir'on

TOTIN NN YHRYN 7T IR D NOYN MNDMDINRD MNMN ,0PMNIN DINNNND I2yN0
;(Reagle, 2005) M0 DMMIND ,MXIP ,DONIDDIIN P2 OUNN NINT DN DYPY
DOWYHND NIVANND T NONT 5D DANNWNN DX DTNV »7dT197P"M”72 NPOV-N ny»In
IN DN .OMY DXOPIYANP NN NI DNYWHN NNV IUN MYT PONY DN YN0 DY
D) DI DVPIOMNMP PIND DY MPINN MPNOV DYMY DNV NNONN MIPTIPNY | ND
NIVON NPOV-nN nnan 795 7ayn (Strauss, 1978 ;Reagle, 2005 ;Pruitt & Lewis, 1975)
NOWTN ; DMVIND IN DMV ,OMYON DIDIVPN DY DNYPY 12yN0 YN SU9 DY MITIVN
DNYP DY YTV 7PN KD TNR G — NIXIYN DY 19010 M KD TAR G DRY NN TID TONNOPN
1) DN NNV TIVD DY IMDIRND MNIN ININNI PIVN N1YP 13 XINT (Rukema, 2005)
TN NN TN INAN IWUR DOV XD [ INIWD IR YWNIND 1D TUNR DXV XIS N
IN NPINN) DNDOHY OIPATA” YNINY DXYA NI NPOV-N NYYTH ;1m0 .0NPRo Nynwn

ARV MYT PN DY IR YT DY NODIN) 7OMIAPN DIPATDYY TTIVY (YT DY NWNON

nI'ol |I'T
DM WY GN HY ,DINDN ; DIMIYN DMVDVLVLD DMINNMDY DIDTAN NYYN SNOVN IPNNIN
Y 1991 7252 NPNIYO MXDI) WNNA 1192 DY NYINN YW DITH 121TH ,D217 DOVDVLVLD

AN 0X)TN YN XD (Case-Study) NIPN IPN DY N DX YNINN IPNNN IN ONOPNNY

NN TTND NON NYYNYN TN NNPON PP0NY Y102 NNMN KD NPPVDLLON YV NNDION
,LAPNNN DY PIIVNRY ORNNA,PYTY .TPNINON NN INYD) TUN DMV ONINNNM 057NN
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NPOV-N nN0Y DIVPNN IWUNR DY DIMINNDY DNV ,MNIN DIRINND 11 Tndd 10N
OV TPNMPA NINIP IN N0 NMYIN IUNR MADN MNY MIOWN DY TN> ,/7PTHIPMY INNI
L0V DO YT MNPN

NYYAD NNNNI HONNRN DY PPTHOPN? DY NONN ,IPNNN DY INYNIN NIYYND DXNNI
N NTIPIA POXD W APTA TUR NPNIVYIN MIRDDN INYD TPONY INN2 NN NPIIVNIN NN
,INPYUN 29T NPNRDT : IPNNN MHNWN INY D51 D) PYNIN DIPNN DX NYDP TIINRN NONIY
D97 9901 ,DMPY 90N  APHRPT NN DMWY 19T TN ,NNOYN 19T1 DANNVN 19010
PONONY XDMIN KD YN VIDN NYA D MPONN NDW ,ININD .OXNMIN DIV DY DHINNI
MADN NPNYY NMIRDINL YDNN IMNX IR WINY WN ROX NNNR TNV DD DY NPl
IUN DTN DARYNN N NTNY ORNNA NN THPOIND NON2 THPNA /TP

NP OY IMYID DTN

(TPLNNRN NOYI) 7TOPINIA DXIIYN DY NPIIVNN NN ,IPNNN DY MHYHYN NIYYND DRNNA
Mwn CD NDY) "NPMvAILY ITNYPINING DY DY NPSIVNN NTNHN INY DM NN
DV 1279 NN YT-DY TIVN O YT )ITYNND PIYTHPNY” ANRY T2 NT R¥HN PA0NY 117 (2002
DM DXNNPII NN YT-5Y AND) 191NN N 7NPNIVIILY T TNDPININD INNWNL ,NNT ,DOUON)

DPND NNN TYIND NIVTIN DY NNRD INXIN APY 191 MIDTYNN DTN O

NYODIN MYTN DOV DY MY #MTHOPNY  TPONY NM2Y NPOIV) NN DY PINOY 12yn
MO NN DD GNY LTI DPTIN ,NMON DMV ,MNNN) MTNOPININI MNMPY
,DION .MIDPYY NPONXIVOPL-IN ,NMY 9T NPT NPDOPRIVIN ,NPIDTY [ NPNINT
99 ,0509¥1 12IN2 NINKNI TWN )N NPLN Y2)D DXINYN P2 DOVPIIANP DXNNINND DINOYD
9PN DY NOINNY Y90 (Stvilia et.al, 2005 ;Viégas et. al ,2007) DMMTIP DIPNNA NIV
IN9Y T¥D DIANNVNN NN DN IYN D27 NPPTN 19T OIMP 7PTHPNYA ,DINN INONN
M2 11 (NPOV-1 NYTH) INP2 750NN INDND TIVN NN XXAND TN DOUPDIMNPN NN
MIVONDY NNYYN 9T DXOPIYAMNPN PINID DIPH 1NN XTI TIN MIYIN NPYIVNN NNINY
MP ,MINKN ©N2 Wiki 1PNYNO0 NIYa [, NRT NN YOI 992 DD IR VINND YD
DY 19102 DONAN YN DN ,NMIVY NNV NPXPND DY 1IDPWA INRN YW DX NN NPOTHN
N8PV 295 YDV TINN TNVPININ NINN DMLY PMTHPM’A DYIIDIDN WD 72T

DONONN IPNNI DY R8IV 9D (Reagle, 2005) DNOTIP DXIPNNI

NP ,NDYND TINN) MNTON VNN I I PPNN OOYD N2 MDYN IPNND )0 ONX
MYLIY) MNTNOVN VINN NN I (T NDDIANY DIV NN ,MNPN NIADSN ,HPNNP
YNDNN APNNN LTI MITIAY /7 1A MNIYY NIDND P NININOVLA YIDIY 1N MYTN TdD
;2007 ,729) DNTIP DMIPNNI XMW 295 MHPNY IHININOV HY D20 MNIN NN PN
NPNNRDT NN NIVON MININOVN ,TPTHPIN” INNA NN .(Ravid, Kalman & Rafaeli, 2008
LDWONN P2 DXOPOINP PNINAD YDVPAN D33 NNNNI 199 DXANNYN-1T )T DY DYPY NI
DOVPMP PINY 95D 1N TNYNOVA YNNWYND 1N T PITAD PN P> NN AOWN
,MNTH P2 DXDIDOD 1WA NYIY T9D NX22 OITNYN P2 TIDID WD HNN ;INY DXAIN
DINY DD DMV DIRINNN OO 99D DODY ¥ .NMAIN MINT , 00PN D03 ,DNIND
NNO2 NP NAT NVOIV NTNY YHIND I N DIDITA NPOWN MDD NN DD
,DONMPYA 1YY MNVDIN Y90 N TID 9D ,NPTNDPININD DNN : DMPNY YR MNPNH

J0)TOPNOINN IN NMIMIDIY , D211

NN
SO .40-38 ,39 MAawn Py ODOPYIR ONNIDY  DYP NYY .(2002) O PPN
http://www.idi.org.il/hebrew/article.asp?id=80375eaa98d368382dfe6b18580ff8e2

PN, NHOTVINT MAIN — YIRIYIN VITVIINRND TR VINIYI DINNIND YINVNT NIPY” .(2006) 1 ,VON
.9-5,226-225 1195 , WNN ANYN : DN ,(12IVPIN) NYH2
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